Friar Manrique takes the Yellow Kobe
The boat was larger than Manrique had expected. There were
eight rowers and a steersman, and four novices were in atten-
dance. The middle part was covered with matting, arched over to
form a cabin. Seated under this they could not be seen.
Rowing when the tide was in their favour and tying up at the
bank during the ebb, it was not until late the following day that
they reached the vicinity of the first police-post. As night was
falling, they disembarked. The monk had explained that, when
he came out of the mountains, bis brother, also a monk, was with
him, and that he had left him in Mrauk-u. Manrique would have
to impersonate the brother. The guards would be told he had
fever and not to bother Mm, 'Sit under the tree there/ he now
said, 'while I go and talk to them. Pull your robe over your head
as if you were cold and sick.'
Manrique did as he was bid and saw the monk approach the
guards. They got up from their seats and received him with all the
respect due to his cloth. After a quarter of an hour two clerks were
sent to count the novices and crew who were waiting on the bant.
Manrique was much alarmed when afterwards they came over
towards him. To give himself heart he repeated under his breath
a passage from one of St. Augustine's sermons. But the clerks were
not suspicious. With a sympathetic salutation they asked what
ailed him, to which he replied in a faint voice, his head covered
and bowed, that he was ill of the fever. Satisfied, they returned
and reported to the guards. The monk was then handed a passport
and allowed to proceed.
But this was not the only post. Next day two hours before sun-
set they reached the inner gate, as it was called, where the scru-
tiny of passengers was more rigorous, said the monk. The boat
would be left here and they would walk the rest of the way.
On landing, the first thing the monk did was to give a present
of twelve pounds of pepper. This created so excellent an impres-
sion on the officer in charge that he waived the usual inspection
of goods and passengers, and gave the party leave to proceed at
once. But the monk thought it would be safer not to appear in a
hurry and told the novices to prepare dinner. While this was being
done, he entertained the officer and his lieutenants with the latest
news of the capital, Manrique as before sitting apart as if ill.
When dinner was announced, the monk asked the officers to
pin Mm. They accepted with alacrity, for life in their outpost was
extremely dull. Moreover, and tMs was the more cogent reason,
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